East Dean & Friston

Parish Council

Date: 05 March 2020

Title: Report Item 10 — Dog Bins and Litter Bins

By: K Larkin (Parish Clerk)

Purpose: To review the location of dog and litter bins, and the responsibility

for emptying them

Recommendations: To note the additional charges to be paid for two litter bins, and to
approve the removal of the bin at the rear of Friston Pond

Current provision of bins and billing arrangements

1. Wealden District Council has been undertaking a large amount of work to document all the dog
and litter bins across Wealden and to identify who is responsible for emptying the relevant bins,
and meeting the cost.

2. The findings in East Dean and Friston are as follows:
Litter bins

e 1 atrear of Crowlink Pond

e 1 at Friston south side bus stop

e 1 at Friston north side bus stop (Windmill Lane/A259 junction)

e 2 at East Dean bus stop south side

e 2 at East Dean bus stop north side

e 1 at Downs View Lane/A259 junction

e 1 at Village car park (actually there are two here though WDC has listed one)
¢ 1 at Recreation ground entrance

Dog bins

e 2 at Butchershole car park (but these are the responsibility of the county council)
e 1 onthe Greensward

e 1inthe Village Car park

o 1 at the Recreation ground

3. Following this review, WDC has contacted the parish council with regards to the litter bins on
A259 by the bus stops at East Dean. Historically there were two concrete litter bins one on
either side of the road by the bus stops. During 2018 these were changed for the Leafield litter
bins which were provided by the parish council. Subsequently a second bin was provided on
each side of the road.

4. WDC has advised that where litter bins are located on a public highway generally the cost to
empty these are covered by Wealden District Council. However, where additional bins are
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installed or they are located on land that is not part of the public highway, it should be down to
the land owner to cover the cost of collections, or employ an alternative contractor. The parish
council was aware of this when it ordered the additional bins, and WDC was informed of the
installation, but WDC has not in fact been charging for them. In other words, at present there are
2 litter bins by the East Dean bus stops which do not meet the qualifying criteria for free
collection.

The second bin in the village car park is not being charged for either, and is not included in
Wealden’s inventory, though again they were notified of it at the time of installation. If WDC were
to seek payment for this in its present location then perhaps it could be moved to serve the
separate section of the car park nearest The Tiger but still on the entrance road, where it would
seem to qualify for free collection. WDC is aware of this and not currently pursuing a collection
charge.

In summary, currently Wealden are only charging the parish to cover the cost of emptying three
dog bins and one litter bin, which is located inside the entrance to the recreation ground i.e. on
land owned by the parish council. The two extra bins on the A259 at the East Dean bus stops,
north and south, need to be added to the list for payment if Wealden is to continue emptying
them. WDC requests confirmation that the parish council wants these bins to be added to the
regular billing. Otherwise WDC will be unable to empty the additional bins, which will either need
to be removed or emptied by an alternative contractor employed by the parish.

The emptying charge is £250 per litter bin or dog bin per year, plus VAT. In the current financial
year, the council had a budget of £2,118 of which only £1000 will have been spent on four bins.
The true cost should have been £1,500 plus VAT, for six bins. The budget for 2020/21 is £1,000
and will need to be increased £1,500.

There are no procurement implications.

Removal of one bin

9.

At the February 2020 council meeting members expressed an interest in reviewing the
adequacy of dog and litter bin provision across the parish. It is suggested that no further bins are
required. However, the council did previously resolve to remove the bin at the rear of Friston
Pond, but this has not yet happened as it is concrete and a contractor would be required to
move it. The clearance of some vegetation which was hiding the bin has resulted in people
using it again, and WDC collecting from it, but it has no lid and wildlife can pull out the contents,
making it unsightly. A resident has asked whether it can now be removed, to resolve the
problem.



