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 Date:   3rd May 2018  

 

 Title:   Report Item 12 – Correspondence 

 

 By:   K Larkin (Parish Clerk) 

 

 Purpose:  To report on correspondence received since the  

    April meeting 

 

 Recommendations: To note the report 

 

 

The following items of correspondence have been received since the April council meeting: 

 

 Countrymans (mowing contractors) – now that East Sussex County Council has 

decided to reduce its verge cutting service from six cuts per year to two, both in the 

30 mph zone and on the faster roads, their contractors are asking all parishes if they 

would like to employ them direct for extra cuts. EDFPC already has its own 

contractor to do cutting in the 30 mph zone. In a future year, it may consider paying 

ESCC’s contractor to do supplementary cuts on selected rural roads, but this would 

be subject to an assessment of costs and benefits.  

 Council for the Protection of Rural England – CPRE is encouraging parishes to 

respond to the consultation on the new draft National Planning Policy Framework. 

They are particularly concerned about the proposal to reduce the period for which a 

Neighbourhood Plan remains valid. This could come down to 2 years, having begun 

at 5 years, and could make the planning exercise no longer worthwhile.  

 National Rural Crime Survey - The survey is open for submissions until Sunday 10 

June at http://www.nationalruralcrimenetwork.net/research/internal/2018survey/. The 

Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner is concerned that the last survey (three 

years ago) revealed that people in rural areas often did not report crimes as they felt 

there was ‘no point’. It is important to find out if this is still the case. The 

Commissioner says: “I urge residents to take part in the survey and help us build a 

clear picture of crime and anti-social behaviour in rural Sussex and to understand the 

impact it has where you live or work.” 

 Wealden District Council – a Community Governance Review is in progress, 

revising some parish boundaries and electoral arrangements. However, none of the 

proposed changes will affect EDF. The proposals may be viewed at 

http://www.wealden.gov.uk/Wealden/Council/Voting_and_Elections/Boundary_and_E

lectoral_Reviews/Democracy_Parish_Review.aspx 

 Wealden District Council - WDC has been consulted by East Sussex County 

Council on their proposal to make budget cuts to Adult Social Care Services. It has 

responded expressing concern that the proposed 44% reduction is too high and 

http://www.nationalruralcrimenetwork.net/research/internal/2018survey/
http://www.wealden.gov.uk/Wealden/Council/Voting_and_Elections/Boundary_and_Electoral_Reviews/Democracy_Parish_Review.aspx
http://www.wealden.gov.uk/Wealden/Council/Voting_and_Elections/Boundary_and_Electoral_Reviews/Democracy_Parish_Review.aspx
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would have an adverse impact on other services, both statutory and voluntary. A 

copy of the complete response is appended to this report.  
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