East Dean & Friston

Parish Council

Date: 01 February 2024
Title: Report Item 18 — D-Day 80 6" June 2024
By: S Adeniji (Parish Clerk)

Purpose: To outline an invitation to take part in events commemorating the 80"

anniversary of the D-Day landings.

Recommendations: 1. To consider plans for the 80" Anniversary of the D-Day landings on

6" June 2024.

D-Day on 6" June 1944 was the largest Naval, Air and land operation in history, involving many
hundreds of thousands of Allied forces.

The 6" of June 2024 marks the 80™ anniversary of D-Day. The bravery and sacrifice of those
people in securing the peace and freedom we enjoy today will be observed by the lighting of
beacons around the United Kingdom.

Villages, towns, cities and organisations of all sizes are being invited to mark the 80th
anniversary of D-Day by lighting a beacon at 9.15pm on 6th June 2024, in celebration of the
‘light of peace’ that emerged out of the darkness of war, followed by an event to commemorate
one of the most momentous achievements in living memory. The event could be devoted to
raising valuable funds for The Royal Naval Association, ABF The Soldiers’ Charity, The Royal
Air Force Benevolent Fund and The Merchant Navy Association. Details on how to participate
and register our involvement can be found on pages 31 and 32 of the Anniversary Guide which
is in ANNEX A of this report.

Further details on the various types of Beacons that can be used for this special
commemoration/celebration event can be found on pages 19 — 23 of the Anniversary Guide.

The Parish Council has a permanent beacon on the recreation ground which meets all the
criteria and is newly installed for the Platinum Jubilee.

The Parish Clerk has registered the Parish Council involvement and has received a Certificate
of Grateful Recognition and the Event Logo.

The Guide, along with the official logo for the event, and the Certificate of Grateful Recognition,
can now be downloaded from the following website - www.d-day80beacons.co.uk.



http://www.d-day80beacons.co.uk/

8. In addition to its guide, the D-Day 80 organising committee have also developed several ways in
which a Council and community can take part in this special occasion. This has been appended
in ANNEX of this report.



TOWN, PARISH & COMMUNITY COUNCILS - D-DAY 80 - 6TH JUNE 2024

As you are aware, we are organising D-Day 80 - 6th June 2024, throughout the UK, Channel Islands, Isle
of Man and UK Overseas Territories in Commemoration/Celebration of the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day
landings on the five Beaches in Normandy, France, which took place on 6th June 1944, enabling your
Council and local community to use this occasion to pay ‘tribute’ to the many, many thousands that
sacrificed so much in helping to secure the freedom we all enjoy today. With this in mind, we have
developed several ways in which your Council and community can take part in this special occasion.

(1) BEACON: Light a Beacon at 9.15pm on 6th June, as encouraged by Prime Minister Rishi Sunak (See
page 3) of the Guide To Taking Part which can be viewed and downloaded from the D-Day 80 website -
www.d-day80beacons.co.uk

From the Guide (see pages 41 to 45), you will see there are several styles of Beacons that can be used for
this occasion, many of which you may have used for previous occasions, and those of you with the
permanent Beacon Braziers and gas fuelled Beacons produced for our late Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum
Jubilee, are urged to re-use these to save money. With regard to the Bonfire Beacons (see pages 41 and
42), these are ideal for country parks, village greens and our farms throughout the UK etc.

(2) LAMP LIGHT OF PEACE: We understand that there are areas of our local communities unable to
light Beacons for various reasons, so we have developed the Lamp Light of Peace (see page 39) providing a
simple and cost effective way of becoming and being part of this event by lighting it at 9.15pm on 6th June
next year, coinciding with the lighting of the Beacons that night, and once used for this occasion, they can be
re-lit at 11am on 11th November in ‘Remembrance’ for many years to come. (The flame in the Lamp, along
with the Beacons, will represent the ‘light of peace’ that emerged from the dreadful darkness of War). We
believe these are suitable for Care Homes, Hospitals, and Pubs etc, and have already had several taking
part. (See examples on the D-Day 80 website).

(3) RINGING OUT FOR PEACE: With the valuable assistance of the Central Council of Church Bell
Ringers (see website), we are encouraging every Cathedral and Church throughout the UK, Channel Islands
and the Isle of Man to ring their Bells at 6.30pm on 6th June, so we ask you to contact your local Churches
etc, inviting them to take part.

(4) All those taking part in the above will be sent the Certificate of Grateful Recognition, enabling them to
download, print and frame it as a permanent reminder of their involvement (see website). From the website
and Guide To Taking Part, you will see there are other elements taking place, making up this
Commemoration/Celebration event, with many taking part already as their personal tributes. Those taking
part in this event are being asked to go to page 52 in the Guide, outlining their involvement as requested,
to enable us to register their participation, and send them their Certificate.

We do hope that your Council will participate in one or more of the above, and look forward to hearing
from you in due course.

My warmest regards to you all, ?/z,uano ﬁg/é

Bruno Peek CYO OBE OPR
Pageantmaster, D-Day 80, 6th June 2024
Telephone: + 44 (0) 7737 262 913
Email: brunopeek@mac.com
www.d-day80beacons.co.uk




