
 

 

 

 

Date: 15th December 2021 

   Title: Application for CIL grant – Jubilee Beacon Village Sign 

By: Cllr. M. Keller 

Purpose of Report: To present the case for a CIL grant. 

Recommendations: That the council make application to the SDNPA for a 
grant of £500 towards the cost of re-purposing the 
Platinum Jubilee Beacon as a permanent village sign. 

 

 

Background 

To celebrate the 70th anniversary of HM Queen Elizabeth II’s reign 

a number of national events are being organised, together with an 

invitation for communities to participate by organising local 

celebratory activities. One such event, planned to take place on 2nd 

June 2022, is the lighting of a chain of fire beacons around the 

country (and indeed at locations around the Commonwealth). 

East Dean and Friston Parish Council have resolved to participate 

in this celebration and have already commissioned the construction 

of the fire basket (shown here).  

During the Jubilee 

celebrations this is to be 

located on high ground to 

the south of the village on 

land belonging to the 

National Trust and known 

locally as Went Hill. The 

beacon location is 

designed to be visible from 

the village recreation 

ground, where its lighting 

will form the climax of an 

evening celebration for 

villagers. It is hoped that 

this beacon will be visible for miles around and will link with others in this part of the South 

Downs (Photo-montage indicating location shown here). 



 

 

However, the location of the beacon on Went Hill can only be a temporary one as the area is 

not in the Parish Council’s ownership and is close to a local SSSI. Hence the site will need 

to be restored to its original condition after the event. It is therefore proposed to re-purpose 

the beacon as a rustic village sign and relocate it on the Recreation Ground, which is owned 

by the Parish Council. 

Proposal 

The official design of the Beacon (shown right) incorporates a hanging 

sign and this could provide a lasting legacy for the village by providing a 

rustic village name post where none currently exists. 

The village of East Dean 

has two main approach 

roads, the A259 which links 

Seaford to Eastbourne and the Birling Gap 

Road which runs south of the village towards 

the Seven Sisters Cliffs and Beachy Head. 

While the approach to the village is marked on 

the A259 by a large rustic sign (shown left and 

below), 

which was 

erected in the 1930s by the developer of the Downlands 

Estate, there is no such designation on the Birling Gap 

Road. 

Over the years, the East Dean sign on the A259 has 

become a local landmark and is one of the images that 

appears most often on search engines when looking for “East Dean”. 

Relocating the Jubilee Beacon to the Recreation Ground, in a position adjacent to the Birling 

Gap Road would provide a companion piece to this sign and a lasting legacy of the Platinum 

Jubilee, landmarking the southern approach to this iconic village. A photo-montage showing 

how the relocated beacon could appear is shown below. 

 



 

 

It is intended that the beacon signpost would incorporate an 

information panel relating its history and significance to the many 

visitors who proceed on foot from the A259 to Birling Gap in order to 

view the famous Seven Sisters Cliffs. It would become a landmark 

in its own right as well as a reminder of a unique event that is 

unlikely to occur again in most residents’ or visitors’ lifetime. 

 

CIL Application 

As mentioned above, the Parish Council have already allocated funds to cover the cost of 

construction of the fire basket and erection at the temporary location for the Jubilee 

celebrations. This is anticipated to cost in the region of £1100. To relocate the beacon on a 

new permanent high quality oak post, together with a shield bearing the name of the village 

and the date of its incorporation, is likely to cost up to a further £1000. To enable this project 

to go ahead the Parish Council wish to apply to the Community Infrastructure Levy fund for a 

grant of £500. 

 

 

 

Councillor M. Keller 

Platinum Jubilee events co-ordinator. 


