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The Car Parking and Facilities manager at Wealden District Council has had a request from 

Brighton Craft Fair about holding a craft market at East Dean 5 times a year, dates to be confirmed.   

In car park space 1 (this means the row of spaces nearest the entrance), the suggestion is for 

stallholders parking their car/vehicles in the space - maybe up to 12 stalls at the end of their 

cars.  No gazebo, no tent, just like a normal car boot type setting - a table with their handmade 

items for sale. Car Park Space 2 will be available for visitors to the village.   

This would not progress until the current Covid 19 situation improves and any risk assessments that 

are required would be carried out. 

The weekly market which in normal times would be held every Wednesday, under licence from 

Wealden District Council, would need to take priority. The parish council has also consulted the 

Village Hall Trust and the Gilbert Estate to gauge local reaction.  

It would be essential for the VHT to be supportive of this, not least because of the lack of public 

toilets in the car park. Other comments received are: 

 

 The VHT also have craft fairs held in the hall which are an important revenue earner, so they 

would not want to support anything that competed with these, especially without any financial 

contribution. 

 There is an existing Farmers’ Market once a week in the village hall car park throughout the 

year. 

 This proposal risks taking custom from rate paying local businesses directly or by..  

 …reducing car parking spaces available. 

 Parking is at premium at weekends throughout the year and at all times during the 

summer.  Residents and businesses, especially around the green suffer from this. 

 Have alternative sites been considered – Birling Gap, Crowlink, Greensward, Exceat? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


