
Report of the Tree Warden to East Dean & Friston Parish Council 
6 August Full Council Meeting 
 
 
Foundation Membership of the Arboricultural Association 
This was not addressed on 2 July and deferred to the 6 August meeting. The cost is £67pa. 
 
Updates 
Further to the 25 March report on 13 March arboricultural consultation: 
Mature Ash trees for TPO designation 
An assessment of said trees for TPO designation would include a tree safety inspection. A 
small number of other trees on the Downlands Estate (an Oak and a Copper Beech on The 
Brow) and three Field Maples and an Ash on Went Lane overlooking Michel Dene Road 
have also been identified as suitable candidates for TPO designation. The tree warden will 
apply to the SDNPA this month. 
 
The Greensward 
It appears another tree has died: a white beam (Sorbus aria ‘Lutescens’) planted about 6 
years ago by the owners of 24 Deneside in memory of a dear friend. Advice and information 
were provided by the tree warden at their request. On inspection, improvements also seem 
to have been made to the mowing around the elms on Gildbert’s Drive and on the 
playground against the new hedge planting. 
 
Downsview Lane 
Roadside verge mowing appears to have been carried out twice since the controversial deep 
mow last year. It is noted that this does not extend to a depth of more than 1 metre thus 
enabling the hedge to start recovering and wildflowers to start re-establishing themselves.  
 
Inspections 
Went Lane 
At the request of a resident on the lane, the tree warden visited the site where several 
mature trees are growing on both verges of Went Lane along the initial stretch up from its 
junction with Michel Dene Road. They consist of a mature, seemingly Dieback-free Ash then 
three mature Field maples and several Hawthorn. The resident intends to write to the Parish 
Council to raise the issues of the management of the trees and the maintenance of the 
verges. In their eight years of living at their property, no maintenance works have been 
carried out on these trees. On inspection, it is clear tree surgery has been carried out on the 
more mature trees at some point in time, perhaps, 10 to 15 years ago. Photos are attached 
in the appendix. Ownership of the roadside verges appears unclear, although boundaries of 
both properties at the start of the lane are known and clear indicating that the verges are 
unlikely to be owned by either property owner. 
 
Proposal 
The tree warden suggests that the roadside trees are inspected by a tree surgeon/adviser 
with the Professional Tree Inspection accreditation in order to recommend whether 
something should be done to the trees regarding road safety and whether particular works 
would be worth carrying out to maintain them in as healthy a condition as possible. The tree 
warden recommends that the Council approaches the local arboriculturist, Saul Heath of 
ArborSense, to inspect the site and advise accordingly. The fee for this and a written report 
would be circa £100.00 (no VAT). Mr Heath is a LANTRA certified tree inspector with over 
20 years’ experience in the industry. 
 
 
 



 
Requests for Information 
The tree warden requests previously requested information from: 

(A) Cllr Seeley about the Parish Council’s maintenance programme of Rights of Way 
(RoW) and how it relates to the abovementioned Ash trees. 

(B) Cllr Hill regarding a recent request and another late last year, retrospectively: 
(i) a map of all the trees on the Greensward, including when they were planted, 

hand-drawn by Jolyon Fyfield who died in 2017. On the Residents Association 
Committee and the Parish Council, his daughter, Rachel, passed some of these 
on to Cllr Hill along with all his Parish Council papers. 

(ii) a record of a planning condition protecting wild bird cherry trees on the verge of 
Downsview Lane dating back to 1982 when planning approval was given to 
reduce the number of houses to be built on the Sussex Gardens estate: this 
could either be extant or not. 

Th tree warden now also requests information from Cllr Seeley about the Parish Council’s 
maintenance programme of Rights of Way (RoW) and how it relates to the abovementioned 
Ash, Field Maple and Hawthorn trees on Went Lane. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix – Photos 













 


