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Purpose: To provide information on a new draft Model Code of Conduct

Recommendations: To consider aresponse from EDFPC to the consultation

The Local Government Association (LGA) has drafted a new Model Code of Conduct for councillors
to address one of the recommendations of the Committee on Standards in Public Life (CSPL)’s
report of January 2019. The CPSL has seen evidence that with more communication taking place
remotely and online between members and residents, particularly through social media, there may
be more difficult and heated discussions as some seek to express the fear, frustration and
heightened emotions they may be feeling at this time. The draft model Code is based on 12
obligations for councillors and is designed to underpin civility in public life, and to be adopted by
both principal authorities and local councils. The LGA is consulting on the draft and all councils are
invited to respond: https://www.local.gov.uk/code-conduct-consultation-2020 [closing date 18
August 2020].

It is the view of the Society for Local Council Clerks (SLCC), speaking particularly on behalf of
council staff, and of the National Association of Local Councils, speaking on behalf of councillors,
that the draft is too focussed on principal authorities and fails to address the needs of local councils
sufficiently. They agree that having one code that applies to local councils and their principal
authorities provides the opportunity for consistency across the tiers and is easier for councillors and
the public to understand, but argue that the model Code needs detailed guidance specific to parish
and town councils for it to be useful and practical.

The SLCC and NALC say that in places the Model Code implies powers for local councils that do
not exist in law and could lead a local council into taking actions that are ultra vires. The Model
Code does not and cannot create sanctions for any breach — the power to do this rests with
Government who, as yet, have not responded to the report. The SLCC and NALC are pressing for
the necessary legislative change. Specifically, NALC is calling for the government to introduce a
new power for local authorities to suspend councillors for a period of up to six months, and for the
Committee on Standards in Public Life to review progress on the implementation of the report’s
wider recommendations.

In addition, references to ‘respect’ previously used in the Code have been changed to ‘civility’ and
the SLCC regards this as a watering down which it finds regrettable.

The draft Model Code has been circulated to councillors, who are invited to comment.
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