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 Date:   06 August 2020 

 

 Title:   Report Item 17 -– Correspondence 

 

 By:   K Larkin (Parish Clerk) 

 

 Purpose:  To report on correspondence received since the  

    July meeting 

 

 Recommendations: To note the report 

 

 

The following items of correspondence have been received since the July council meeting: 

 

 Maintenance of Friston Pond – a resident has asked whether clearance will be done 

soon, as this is the optimum time in the life cycle of amphibians. A budget of £1,500 

is set aside for this. 

 Dog fouling in the twittens – residents have complained about fouling in the access 

points to the Estate at The Link and Summerdown, and also in Footpath 8. It has 

been suggested that the link to Wealden’s website for reporting offences be 

published in the parish magazine and by other means, and that responsible dog 

walkers be encouraged to use it.  

 Students walking in Gilberts Drive – a resident has expressed serious concerns 

about safety which is an issue well known to the council. Background information 

about the causes, and difficulty of tackling the problem, has been supplied. 

 Closure of play area – the council has been lobbied both by visitors who were 

disappointed to find the play area closed, and more recently by residents who have 

reported that the play area has been broken into, and part of the fence alongside The 

Drove trampled down. The council is obtaining a quote for continuation of the high 

fence with metal posts along the section that has been breached, but with further 

breaches now reported the council will need to consider further options. The play 

area has remained officially closed because of the difficulty and expense of 

remaining Covid-19 compliant for insurance purposes. Government guidelines have 

recently been updated and fresh advice is being obtained.  

 Walking maps – a visitor has sent a message of appreciation for Map 2, and asked if 

there are more publications (three walking maps are freely available on the council 

website). 



2 
 

 Footpath 32 (Downs View Lane to Sussex Gardens) – a resident has reported that 

increased cycle traffic has caused the surface of the path to degrade.  

 Overgrowth in Micheldene Road – two residents have reported on a problem, and 

action has been taken by a person or persons unknown to remove the overgrowth 

 Resurfacing on Friston Hill – once again, following a temporary closure for 

resurfacing in mid-July, traffic was passing through the Downlands Estate and there 

have been complaints from residents about poor signage and management. All 

complaints will be referred to ESCC, though at present there is no SLR meeting 

scheduled. The normal frequency is six monthly, in April and October.  


